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• May 1 – FERC/NERC Inquiry Report issued 
o 27 Recommendations in 8 categories 

• July 26 – Received letter from Gerry Cauley 
o Identified 8 systemic or institutional concerns 

• October 31 – Launched September 8 webpage and 

Monthly Progress Dashboard 
September 8, 2011 Outage Event Response 

• Continuing semi-monthly calls with NERC and FERC  

 

September 8, 2011 Event Update 

http://www.wecc.biz/About/sept8/Pages/default.aspx
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Five WECC Focus Areas 
 

 

WECC’s Comprehensive Response 

Organizational Reliability  
Coordination 

Operations  
and Planning Compliance 

NERC 
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• WECC Activities and Achievements 
• Operational Guidelines 

oReal-time Tools (Recommendation 12) 
oData Sharing Guideline (Recommendations 11) 
oRelay Loadability Guideline (Recommendation 

25, 26 & 27) 
oNext-day Study Guideline (March 2013) 

• RAS and Protection System Modeling 
oMSRATF & RPSOTF 

 
 

 
 

 

September 8, 2011 Event Update 



7 

• WECC Activities and Achievements 
• Launched RC.org website 
• Data Sharing UNDA (100% of applicable entities) 
• Published next day studies to all signatories of 

UNDA 
• SOL/IROL Methodology Phase I and Phase II 
• Completed phase I of sub 100 kV analysis 
• Create a CAMX RC position (2014) 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

September 8, 2011 Event Update 
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• WECC Activities and Achievements 
o Share RTCA Results via RC.org 
o Implementation of the WAV 
o Enhanced SOL/IROL methodology, now 

working on phase II 
o Published Monitoring of Real-Time SOL and 

IROL Exceedance procedure 
oCompleted phase I of sub-100-kV analysis 

 

September 8, 2011 Event Update 
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September 8, 2011 Event Update 
•WECC Activities and Achievements 
•Validation of models between operations and 
planning 
•Increased awareness of WECC practices 

– Education related to “path” concept 
– Education related to RAS 
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• Tracking External Activities 
o 12 NERC activities – working with NERC and 

chairs of NERC OC and PC  
oQuarterly dashboard for WECC member-

submitted activities   
 

September 8, 2011 Event Update 
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• Organization Changes (Bifurcation; RCCo, RE) 
• RCCo governed by and independent BOD and 

strong member advisory panel 
• RCCo – registered functions (RC & IA) 
• Regional Entity – NERC delegated functions 

including Compliance, Event Analysis, Situational 
Awareness and Member Services 

• RCCo go live January 1, 2014 
 

 

 

September 8, 2011 Event Update 
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• NERC1 - Contingency Analysis 
• NERC2 - Sub-100-kV Elements 
• NERC3 - Parameters for Simulations 
• NERC4 - Adequate Real-time Tools 
• NERC5 - Notification of Loss of RTCA 
• NERC6 - Sub-100-kV Relays 
• NERC7 - Determination of Phase Angle 

Differences 
 
 
 

Recommended NERC Activities 
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• NERC8 - Generator Validation Standard Drafting 
Team 

• NERC9 - Review TOP-003 
• NERC10 - SAMS review Generator Control 

Issues 
• NERC11 - Consider De-registration Process 
• NERC12 - Consider Planning Coordinator 

Registration Gap Issues 
 
 
 
 

Recommended NERC Activities 



15 

• Modeling SPS and Relays Ad-Hoc Task 
Force (MSRATF) 
oGroup formed under TSS 
o Finalized Scope of Work January 2013 
o Frequent meetings 
o 3 Sub-groups 
 RAS 
 Relays 
 Contingency Definitions 

Modeling Relays and RAS in Base 
Cases 
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• Relay Sub-group 
o Begun work examining existing transient 

stability models 
o Assignments given to sub-group members 
Gather required data from relay engineers 
 Populate and test existing models 
 Come up with recommendations  

 

Modeling Relays and RAS in Base 
Cases 
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• RAS Sub-group 
o Initially focusing on modeling RAS in power 

flow analysis 
o Intending to survey how RAS are modeled 

today  
 Identify best practices 
 Determine if there is a common method 

Modeling Relays and RAS in Base 
Cases 
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• Contingency Definitions Sub-group 
o Identify how currently done in the various 

software programs 
 Both power flow and transient simulation 
 Determine if a common format or conversion 

between programs is possible 
o Strive to create a WECC-wide list of 

contingencies to be made available with base 
cases. 

Modeling Relays and RAS in Base 
Cases 
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• Multiple owners, operators and scheduling entities 
on a Path 

• Not just Path 49; estimated 10 others as well 
• Path Operator not in Functional Model 
• No specific authority defined for Path Operator to 

give directives to other TOPs 
• Counterparties have no incentive to sign 

contracts 

WECC Path Operator Issues 
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• Jan 31-Feb 1 JGC: Form Task Force 
• Late Feb POTF: Review APS whitepaper and 

develop educational series 
• Mar-May: Educational Series 
• May – Sept: POTF Meetings, develop 

recommendation 
• Oct 21-24: Present recommendation to Standing 

Committees 

Proposed Plan 
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• Define authority of Path Operator 
• Eliminate Path Operator 
• Flow-Based Methodology 
• RC as Path Operator 
• Coordinated Procedures and Agreements for 

each Path 
• Split Path Operator role and define 

responsibilities/authority 

Options for Discussion 



Steve Ashbaker  
Director Operations 
ashbaker@wecc.biz 
 

Questions? 

mailto:mfrye@wecc.biz
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